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population is only 5^ millions. These facts are net generally
realized by the public in this country, who it is to be feared
know little of this great territory. Moreover, it was the scene
of our first experiments in Indirect Rule, or as it is now
termed. Native Administration, and its foundation and
development are associated with two great names, those of
Sir George Goldie and Lord Lugard, founder and first
Governor-General respectively. It was largely upon experi-
ence in Nigeria that Lord Lugard based his well-known
work The Dual Mandate^ which may be considered a classic
of Colonial administration.
The history of Nigeria is bound up with British trading
posts established at the mouth of the Niger since the seven-
teenth century, with explorations of the river by Mungo
Park, the Lander brothers, McGregor Laird and other
travellers, and especially with the formation of the Royal
Niger Company by Sir George Goldie. In spite of many
failures and constant hostilities, British traders persisted in
their efforts to open up the interior to trade, and at the
dose of 1877, Mr. (afterwards Sir George) Goldie deter-
mined to try and amalgamate the various separate trading
interests. Eventually he succeeded in forming the United
Africa Company^ which in 1886, on the long delayed Charter
being granted, changed its title to the Royal Niger Company.
The company was energetic in establishing trading posts,
consolidating its organization, concluding treaties with native
chiefs and tribes, vigilantly watching and outflanking French
and German encroachments, and finally in fighting the great
Fulani power centred at Sokoto.
These activities and operations first saw the emergence
of Captain Frederick (later Lord) Lugard, at first in the
service of the Royal Niger Company and afterwards as
Commissioner and Commandant of the West African Fron-
tier Force for the Imperial Government, which revoked the